
 

About the Opera House Players

   For over 55 years the OHP has been bringing entertainment to the stage in Elkader!  In
the fall, with the support of many people from all over  northeast Iowa and southwest
Wisconsin, the Opera House Players have presented such blockbusters as Singin’ In The
Rain, Fiddler On The Roof, Disney’s Mary Poppins,  Oliver!, Peter Pan, Annie, The
Wizard of Oz, My Fair Lady, and Music Man.
    In the spring, the productions usually involve a somewhat smaller cast and crew, but
are never short on entertainment!   Our summer “black box” theater features an on stage
production with a more “edgy” theme.  The group also schedules a special holiday
musical or play every other season, alternating that with A Classic Christmas Fantasy, a 
showcase of area talent. 
   The Opera House Players sponsor summer theater events for area children to give them
a taste of theater.  We also provide educational events for area schools whenever possible. 
   The improvements to this marvelous structure continue by financial donations from the
OHP, other businesses and supporters, but also by the numerous OHP volunteers that
spend countless hours making it happen. 
    The Opera House Players installed a hearing loop for the Main Floor Seating, helped
create new dressing rooms,  built a removable pit cover, added new stage curtains,
updated to a new lighting system with several new fixtures and capabilities added yearly,
and are upgrading the back stage area as well as technical aspects of theater, sound, &
rigging to make the building even more valuable to the community.
  All of this would not be possible without the support of the City of Elkader who
maintains this wonderful facility and who worked hand in hand with the volunteers to
make it happen.  Our grateful thanks also goes to you, our patrons, members, and
audience members for supporting theater in this area.  
     Volunteers are the cornerstone of any community theater group and the Opera House
Players are lucky to have some of the best. Whether you have a theater background or not,
this is a place for you to get involved. People from all walks of life participate, forming
new friendships, learning new skills, and gaining self-confidence. What kinds of
opportunities are available?  Acting, directing, set construction, orchestra,  publicity,
props, costumes, make-up, ushering... and much more!
   Be sure to look for announcements on our future productions as well as other events
occurring in the Opera House.  If you would like more information about our group or
theater, visit our website at www.operahouseplayers.com.
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The Elkader Opera House has an induction loop system thanks to an upgrade of
the sound equipment by the Opera House Players. With the activation of the
T-coil by your audiologist and instruction on its use, you can receive the
maximum benefit from your hearing aid. The internal tonal correction of your

hearing aid will bring the sounds you hear directly to you without the use of an additional
receiver or headset. Two portable units are available for your use as well.  Please request
the use of a unit when you place your ticket order.  This loop system is available for main
floor seating only, so if you want to maximize your hearing experience, please request
main floor seating when purchasing your tickets.

MEET THE CAST

Oscar Madison - Cary Kann - Cary has been involved in countless OHP
productions both onstage and as a set/prop designer utilizing his talents in the
visual arts. He last appeared in 4 Weddings and an Elvis  (2021). He won a 2017
ICTA award for his portrayal of Larry in South of Hope (2018). Cary lives in
Prairie du Chien with his wife, Jonelle. He has three grown children: two
beautiful daughters who both continue to enjoy performing on stage and an
extremely handsome son who looks just like him.

Felix Ungar -  David Beck - David has been active with the Opera House
Players since Spring 2002, when he accompanied at the piano in Stardust. This
led to a role in the 100th anniversary production of The Governor's Son in
November 2003. Since then David has been cast in such memorable roles as
Donkey in Shrek the Musical (2015), Roger DeBris in The Producers (2019),
Fagin in Oliver! (2012) and Elwood P Dowd in Harvey (2016). David played the
part of Felix 41 years ago in the Guttenberg Community Theater Group. Then, a
moustache had to be drawn on his upper lip to make him appear older. Now, his
hair has to be dyed to give him a younger appearance. David fills his spare time
with researching local history, genealogy, photography, piano and collecting
cuckoo clocks. He is involved with the Garnavillo Historical Society, the
Clayton County Genealogical Society, the Elkader Historical Society and the
Motor Mill Foundation.  

Roy - Andrew Wilson - Since moving back to his home town in 2015 with wife
Sonney and their kids, Andrew has had the opportunity to not only enjoy the
time to watch theater but pursue an ambitious goal to become a part of the cast.
This is Andrew's second performance with OHP. He was last on stage in It Runs
In The Family (2019) as Sir Willoughby Drake. Andrew will be joined on stage
with his wife, Sonney. They currently live with their two teenagers in Garnavillo
Iowa. 



Speed - Jay Moser - Jay has been involved with the OHP since 1973, he is one

of our “light” guys and has also appeared in over 20 productions. Jay was last seen

as an Elvis impersonator in Four Weddings and an Elvis (2021) which became the

longest running rehearsal schedule in OHP History! Some of his previous favorites

were Noises Off (2007), Death by Chocolate (2011), and The Murder Room (2003).

Retired as the pharmacist/owner of Elkader’s Moser Family Pharmacy, he is

spending time with his wife, Kay, son Benjamin, Jenna, grandsons Kallum (4) and

Ronan(2); son Jonathon, Cheri and grandchildren Mariah (13), Taryn (12), Trace

(10) and Gretel (8) as well as his OHP family of friends!

Vinnie - Mark Yackel-Juleen - Mark originally hails from Minnesota, moving to

Elkader 7 years ago from southwestern Minnesota. He was drawn into theater by

his family “Watching my family shine on stage inspired me,” says Mark. In

Minnesota, Mark played numerous roles with the Fulda Community Players and

the Prairie Arts Continuum. His first role with the Opera House Players was as

Grandpa Joe in Willy Wonka the Musical (2016) and he has been in several shows

since, most recently 4 Weddings and an Elvis (2021). He is excited to be back on

stage with a wonderful cast in a classic Neil Simon play. Mark is a Lutheran pastor

and serves as Director for Small Town and Rural Ministry at Wartburg Theological

Seminary in Dubuque, doing research, resource development, and teaching rural

ministry courses.

Murray - Kevin Lau - Kevin has been off the stage since the 2014 production of

Love Thy Neighbor. He’s amazed it’s been that long already! He had performed in

four musicals starting with Annie Warbucks (2006) and lastly with The Music Man

(2009). He has thought about the plays as they came along but when looking at the

part of Murray it seemed like a good fit for a comeback to the stage. Kevin lives in

Elkader and is a long time insurance agent for the area. He is married to Kim who

teaches at North Fayette Valley school district. Their children, Adam and Grace

and their significant others live out of state. Kevin is excited to be a part of this fun

play. 

Gwendolyn Pigeon  - Sonney Wilson - Sonney has been a volunteer usher several
times for Elkader Opera House. This will be her first time on stage and following in
her husband's foot-steps in "trying new things". Sonney and her husband enjoy
watching theater and can now add enjoy acting. They love traveling, sightseeing,
antiquing and visiting their first granddaughter often who lives in Nebraska.
Sonney, her husband Andrew and four children had moved to Garnavillo Iowa in
2015 from Arizona. 

Cecily Pigeon - Donna Anderson - Donna is no stranger to the stage. From the first
time she tapped across the stage at the age of two it became a passion. She
performed with her father in shows for the Navy and continued her love of the
theater throughout high school and college. She first appeared on the Opera House
stage during The Sound of Music (1978). Since then she has acted in, directed, or
has done choreography for over 50 productions with the OHP. Past roles include the
wicked Widow Corney in Oliver! (2012), the fun loving Gladys in Copacabana
(2013), Ava & Mawtilda in Love Thy Neighbor (2014) and let's not forget the ever
busy Mrs. Brill in Mary Poppins (2018). She's also an active member of the
Mamma Moon theater company. She lives with her husband, Mike, on a farm near
Elkader. Their wonderful children, Matt, daughter-in-law Heather, Darcy,
son-in-law Jeff and beautiful granddaughters DeAnna and Danielle live in
Minnesota. 

Director - Jon Banse - Jon resides south of Strawberry Point, near Backbone State
Park with Marge, his wife. They have one child, Jonathan, who is working on a
Master’s in Public History from George Mason University. Jon has been actively
involved with the Opera House players (OHP) since 1995 when he had multiple
roles in Singing in the Rain. Since 1995, Jon has had major roles, minor roles,
directed, help with sets, helped back stage, and almost everything in between. Jon
has enjoyed working with a delightful cast and crew. He hopes you Enjoy the
Show!

Producer - Kay Moser – Kay has been involved with the OHP since 1973.  She has
appeared on stage a few times, but is most often found producing, stage managing,
and helping  the cast and crews in any way she can is where she is most
comfortable.  She enjoys life with her husband, Jay. Spending time with her son
Benjamin, wife Jenna, their sons, Kallum and Ronan along with son Jonathon, wife
Cheri, their children, Mariah, Taryn, Trace and Gretel makes her life complete.



Upcoming events at the Elkader Opera House

Be sure to check out our websites for 
more information on upcoming events.

www.OperaHousePlayers.com
www.ElkaderOperaHouse.com

We maintain an email list to keep you
informed of events, and occasional special
offers just for our email members.

Email us at list@operahouseplayers.com

http://www.OperaHousePlayers.com
http://www.ElkaderOperaHouse.com


THE CREWS

SET CONSTRUCTION, DESIGN & PROPS
Tom Chandler Del Reimer Cary Kann

Jon Banse Kay Moser Jay Moser
Marge Banse David Beck Roger Thomas

Deb’s Brewtopia

LIGHTING & SOUND
Craig Strutt Bob Hankey Del Reimer

Jay Moser

TICKETS

Terri Strutt Elkader Floral Shop

COSTUMES & MAKEUP
Donna Anderson Barb Chandler Wendy Shea

PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY
Craig Strutt Cheri Moser Terri Strutt
Marla Reimer Kay Moser

2021-2022 Supporting Members
Actor’s Circle ($25-$49)

Jerry & Linda Anderson
Janann Bachtell

Barbara Barr
Keith & Evelin Baumgartner

Ric & Ila Benzing
Bernard & Maureen Bergan

Anita Blaker
Barbara K. Boies

Stewart & Marlys Boysen
Theresa & Elmer Bries

Jennifer Bump
Tom & Dorann Burgart
Mike & Joanne Carroll

Steve & Janet Christianson
Teresa & Rick Conley

Mrs. Jack  Dittmer
Tina Dryer

Marvin & Julie Duff
Harry & Diane Erickson

Jason & Kris Eulberg
Roland & Elizabeth Evans

John & Betty Fischer
Pat & Arlys Fitzgerald
Linda Gardner & Anne

Shelton
Alex & Cathy George

Julita Goedken
Oswald & Carol Goettler

Joan Good
Jenny Gordon

Ruth Grau
Merle & Darlene Hageman

Jean Marie Hall

Magdalena Hayford
Randy & Sue Henning

Madonna Hosch
Kathleen & Jim Hoth

Tony & Suzanne Huebsch
Marlis & Larry Huinker

Jerry Janssen
Laura Janssen

David & Mary Kahrs
Ron & Georgi Kaiser
Cary & Jonelle Kann

James & Mary Keehner
Patsy Kerndt

Amanda Kerner
Randi Kluesner

Pat Krapfl
Rolfe & Barbara Leary

Adam Lenehan
Susan Lueder

Shirley Marmann
Karin & Jason Martin-Hiner

Sharon Matthew
William McHugh

Michael & Darci McQuiston
Ginger Medberry
Donna Menken

Stan & Sharlene Milewsky
Gerald & Lorraine Miller

Cici Mueller
Rita & Roger Mullis

Justine Nesvik
Richard & Mary Newbern

Jeanne & Donald Niosi
Lillian Nold
Tracy Nuss

Jim & Lisa Peterman
Larry Popenhagen

LeAnn Popenhagen
Floyd & Janice Possehl

Ann K. Powers
Bonnie Puelz
Bill Reimer

Gerald & Arlene Reimer
James & Jeanice Reimer
Carl & Mary Scherbring

James & Janice Scherbring
Mary Scherbring

Wendy & Barry Shea
Lisa Snitker

Janet Solomon
Kenneth & Linda Staff
Duane & Sara Strong

Erma Swanson
Kirk & Peggy Swigart

Robyn & Dorothy Tangeman
Crystal Thurn

Geralyn Torkelson
Betty Troendle

Ed & Dianne Uriell
Jennifer Wachuta

Kenneth & Twyla Walz
Richard J. Waterman

Mick Weiss
Morris & Sandy Weller
Cheryl & Jim Whalen

Mary Wildman
Carol Wilkening

Thomas & Jennifer Wilwert
David & Leslie Wynthein

Playwright's Circle ($50-$99)

Janice Andregg
Chet & Rachel Bachman

Charles & Jan Beall
Victoria Breitbach

Roland & Marguerite Clinton
Jerry and Joanne Cummings

Janine DuCharme
Barb Duwe-Peterson

John & Marjorie Finley
Jim & Jill Fuhrman

Robert & Hila Garms

Erhart Hehr
Debbie Hess

Winnie Holmes
Joyce Hyde

Gary & Betty Jackson
Dick & Mary Jensen

Gerry & Sandy Kramer
Maxine Kuehl

Jennifer Lancaster
Kevin & Kim Lau

Charlie & Julianne Mason



Bill McHugh
David & Melanie Mergen

John & Jane Metcalf
Mary Milewsky

Linda Miller
David & Maylo Moser

Maylo Moser
Vernalene Oelberg

David & Julie Olson
John & Linda Orr
Brad & Deb Orvis

Bill & Dorothy Peterson
Lee & Lisa Pool

Robert & Bonnie Pruett
Ken & Alice Reimer

Connie Ruhser

Ellen Rule
Carolyn & Kenneth Sand

Fred & Kay Schaffer
Lynn Schreck

Marilyn Seedorff
Lowell & Joyce Siegele

Alice Staples
Raymond A. Stassen

Kathryn Pickart - Dean Streicher
Darryl & Shelly Syverson
Randy & Kathy Waterman

Debbie J. West
James & Jennifer Willenbring

Choreographer's Circle ($100-$249)

Burt & Sharon Anderson
Francis(Gus) & LaVonne Augustson

Joel & Karen Bankes
Martha & Stephen Bartenhagen

Kevin Baumler
Mary Beck

Gail Moorman Behrens
Mike Johnson & Jaydeane Berns

Tim Burrack
Dennis & Lorna Christeleit

Barb & Jeff Collins
Terri Connell
Lois Cordes

Bona Dean Feller
Janet & Ted Finn
Tim & Diane Fisk

Chris Foley
Becky Fritz

Guy & Emily Ghan
David & Ann Gibney

Florence Gifford
John & Susan Gnagy
Don & Lee Gordon

Bob Griffith

Russ & Barb Hagen
Robert & Susanne Hankey

Don & Mary Harstad
Roger & Rebecca Hefel
Nancy K. Henricksen
Lu Ann & John Hunt

Thomas & Marquerite Hunzinger
Bonnie & Ed James

Treani Jones
Thelma Keehner

Don Knapp
Lanny & Linda Kuehl

Bruce Landis
Fred & Lynn Lange

Kenneth & Penni Leonard
Russell & Juanita Loven

Barbara Martin
Patricia Martin

Victoria Carolan & Howard Mayer
Steve & Ann McCorkindale

Rob & Dawn Medberry
 Memorial Dennis Beck

Bobbi Mohning

Gayle Moore
Bob Moran

Charles & Sydney Morine
Erika Moyna

Tom & Sheila Neuhaus
Dr. Jim & Sue Osterhaus

Joan Wangen & 
Romuald Piorkowski
Mark & Pam Reinig
Mike & Shelly Rider
Linda Lou Roberts

David & Joy Roslien

Robert & Darlene Rottinghaus
Edmund & Barbara Ruff

Margaret Schultz
Larry & Margaret Stone

Sue Stott
Curtis & Celeste Strong
Memorial Donald Strutt

Roger & Rosemary Thomas
Karla Vogel & Bob Myers
Roger & Carol Wettleson

Designer's Circle ($250-$499)

Herb Collins
John & Dawn Cunningham

Kenneth Davis
Paul & Cindy Francis
Bob & Becky Glesne

Janette Hansel
Robert & Theresa Hauber
Roger & Jody Helmrichs

Dr. Jeff & Carolyn Hoffmann
Pat Hunsberger

George & Angela Killian
Don & Sandi Knapp

Dr. Andy & M.J. Smith
Linda Witter

Kenneth Zichal M.D. & Fran Zichal



Director's Circle ($500-$749)

Nancy McClure
Randi & Pete McNally

Karen Schroeder
Craig & LeAnn Watson

Angel's Circle ($1000+)

John & Med Bickel
Dr. Michele & Steve Dikkers

Keith & Kathy Garms
Margaret & Mark Yackel-Juleen

OUR 2021-2022 PATRONS

ACTOR'S CIRCLE ($25-$49)

Archive - Michelle Gifford - Elkader
Briezy Acres - Monona

Corby's Tire & Muffler, Inc. - Elkader
Everett's Service - Elkader

N. Joseph Stender, D.D.S. - Elkader
Rivals, Inc. Custom Gear - Strawberry Point
Safariland Taxidermy - Dan Beck - Elkader

The Stichin’ Post - Elkader

PLAYWRIGHT'S CIRCLE ($50-$99)
Casino Queen Marquette - Marquette

Citizen's State Bank - Strawberry Point
Elkader Tax and Bookeeping - Elkader

Jansen Products Web Design & Hosting - Elkader
Medical Associates Clinic - Elkader

Mink Creek Lodge - Wadena
The Store-Eddie & Lois Nelson - Elkader
Volga City Veterinary Clinic - Volga City

CHOREOGRAPHER'S CIRCLE ($100-$249)

Alpine Communications
Elkader

Barn on the Bluff B & B
Elkader

Bridge Street Boutique & Gift -
Elkader

Franzen Ridge LLC
 Dean & Joann Franzen

Elkader



Garms Financial Services
Elkader

JEM Salon & Spa 
JSC Property-Rentals,LLC. -

Elkader

Norplex Micarta
Postville

Northgate Healing Center
Marge Banse

Elkader - Strawberry Point

Sincerely Yours Interiors
 Kay Vorwald - Monona

Treats on Bridge Street Bistro
Elkader

Umbrella Arts 
Guttenberg

DESIGNER’S CIRCLE ($250-$499)

Elkader Floral Shop
Elkader

Fennellys' Irish Pub
Elkader

R.D. Witter Farm Corp
McGregor

St. Olaf Tavern
Randy & Lisa Lenth

St. Olaf

Strutt Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Craig Strutt & 
Dr. Jonathon Moser

McGregor

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($500-$749)

ANGEL’S CIRCLE ($1000 OR MORE)


